
Mathew 10:16 Behold I send 

you forth as sheep in the midst 

of wolves:  be ye therefore wise 

as serpents and harmless as 

doves.  

If we are only harmless as a dove 

we may very well get eaten alive 

by the wolves of the world.  If we 

are only wise as a serpent then 

we may end up hurting others.  

The key I find in these verses is to 

balance both in our lives.  We 

need the tools and wisdom to un-

derstand how to develop a portfo-

lio, to pick investments that cor-

relate with our objectives, person-

ality and time horizons.  This 

utilization of worldly knowledge, 

understanding how money works, 

is the “being wise as a serpent” 

part of the formula.  

We also need to be aware of the 

impact our investments have in 

our lives and the lives of others.  

By being conscious of what we 

are participating in and support-

ing with our investment dollars 

we can choose the investment 

products that don’t compromise 

our personal beliefs, that don’t 

harm others.  Utilizing care and 

compassion is the “being harm-

less as a dove” part of the for-

mula.”  

Investing with integrity means 

your money works to achieve 

both of these distinct yet highly 

compatible objectives.  Your 

money can be put to work on 

achieving your personal financial 

objectives such as creating a se-

cure and comfortable future for 

yourself, caring for and educating 

your family, and all important fi-

nancial objective you may have 

while purposely using only in-

vestment products that are in 

alignment with your with your 

beliefs. A faith based approach to 

investing helps your money per-

form both tasks without compro-

mise.” personality and time hori-

zons.  This utilization of worldly 

knowledge, understanding how 

money works, is the “being wise 

as a serpent” part of the formula.  

We also need to be aware of the 

impact our investments have in 

our lives and the lives of others.  

By being conscious of what we 

are participating in and support-

ing with our investment dollars 

we can choose the investment 

products that don’t compromise 

our personal beliefs, that don’t 

harm others.  Utilizing participat-

ing in and supporting with our 

investment dollars we can choose 

the investment products that 

don’t compromise our personal 

beliefs, that don’t harm others.  
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Several years ago on Wall Street, a group of 
faith-driven investors stepped out from the 
crowd and tried to convince people that 
there was more to investing than just mak-
ing money.  By adding a screening process 
to their stock selections in order to ensure 
that their clients were not investing in com-
panies whose product and services were 
contrary to their beliefs; they were able to 
integrate their investment objectives into 
their faith.  The only problem was convinc-
ing the public that putting their personal 
convictions first, didn’t mean sacrificing 
their returns. Without the published num-
bers and graphs to prove their success, 
Faith Based Investors seemed to have slid 

out of sight of the investing public. 

For the first time, faithful investors have a 
solid foothold on Wall Street. This last July, 
at the yearly conference of the National As-
sociation of Christian Financial Consult-
ants in Virginia Beach, the first “Biblically 
responsible” stock index was publicly an-
nounced by Mark Minnella, President of 
Integrity Investors L.L.C. The I-dex 

(pronounced “eye-decks”) is the first pub-
licly accessible index that actively tracks 
only companies who have passed a screen-
ing process based on biblically accepted 
principals.  It was the brain child of Mark 
Minnella and together with Michael Chavez 
was originally implemented to answer the 
question “Can a portfolio of stocks, consist-
ing only of companies who pass a rigorous, 
biblically-based screening, compete finan-
cially with the “anything goes” mentality of 
Wall Street?”  The answer was an over-

whelming “YES”. Since January of this 
year, the Idex, consisting of over 250 bib-
lically screened companies, has been 
competing on par or better than other 

major U.S. Indices such as the S&P 500. 

Although still in its early stages, the I-
dex is already being held as a new stan-
dard in the Faith Based Investing arena 
because it is the first time that Faith 
Based Investors have had a clear method 
of benchmarking their performance ac-
cording to the methods used in their in-
dustry. It is also, only the first in a line of 
indices, which Integrity Investors L.L.C. 

plans to unveil in the next year.  

I will put you in charge of many 
things, enter into the joy of your 

master” (Matthew 25:21) 

The master was pleased, not be-
cause of the amount that the ser-
vant had to work with, but be-
cause of what he did with what 

he was given “according to his 
ability”. The servant with only two 
talents received the same reward 
as the servant with five. They 
were rewarded for faithfully man-
aging what possessions the mas-
ter saw fit to put them in charge 
of. 

 

The Parable of the Talents                                     

Matthew 25:14-30 

 "Again, it will be like a man going 
on a journey, who called his ser-
vants and entrusted his property to 
them.  To one he gave five talents of 
money, to another two talents, and 
to another one talent, each accord-
ing to his ability.” (Matthew 25:14-
15) 

Upon his return the master re-
warded the servant with the five 
talents; 

Well done, good and faithful slave; 
you were faithful with a few things, 
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**YTD Return +6.43% 
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*YTD Return +7.24% 
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*YTD Return +6.13% 
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*YTD Return +7.95% 
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*YTD Return +5.15% 

Ave Maria Growth FundAve Maria Growth FundAve Maria Growth FundAve Maria Growth Fund    

*YTD Return +7.08% 

*YTD Returns as of 8/31/07 

**YTD Return based upon  an 

index of monitored stocks of a 

period of time.  Changes to the 

Index occur as needed. 

 

 

By Mark Minnella Jr. 

Quotes To 

Live By 

I have held many 

things in my 

hands and I have 

lost them all.  

But whatever I 

place in God’s 

hands, that I still 

possess. 

- Martin Luther- 
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If we are only harmless as a dove we 

may very well get eaten alive by the 

wolves of the world.  If we are only wise 

as a serpent then we may end up hurt-

ing others.  The key I find in these 

verses is to balance both in our lives.  

We need the tools and wisdom to un-

derstand how to develop a portfolio, to 

pick investments that correlate with our 

objectives, personality and time hori-

zons.  This utilization of worldly knowl-

edge, understanding how money works, 

is the “being wise as a serpent” part of 

the formula.  

We also need to be aware of the impact 

our investments have in our lives and 

the lives of others.  By being conscious 

of what we are participating in and sup-

porting with our investment dollars we 

can choose the investment products 

that don’t compromise our personal 

beliefs, that don’t harm others.  Utilizing 

care and compassion is the “being 

harmless as a dove” part of the for-

mula.”  

Investing with integrity means your 

money works to achieve both of these 

distinct yet highly compatible objec-

tives.  Your money can be put to work 

on achieving your personal financial 

objectives such as creating a secure 

and comfortable future for yourself, car-

ing for and educating your family, and 

all important financial objective you 

may have while purposely using only 

investment products that are in align-

ment with your with your beliefs. A faith 

based approach to investing helps your 

money perform both tasks without com-

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is an important 

part of adding content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and ask yourself if the 

picture supports or enhances the message 

you’re trying to convey. Avoid selecting images 

that appear to be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes thousands of clip 

art images from which you can choose and im-

port into your newsletter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an image, place it close 

to the article. Be sure to place the caption of the 

image near the image. 
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By: Mark A. Minnella 



If space is available, this is a good place to insert a clip art image 

or some other graphic. 

This story can fit 175-225 words. 

If your newsletter is folded and mailed, this story will appear on 

the back. So, it’s a good idea to make it easy to read at a glance. 

A question and answer session is a good way to quickly capture 

the attention of readers. You can either compile questions that 

you’ve received since the last edition or you can summarize 

some generic questions that are frequently asked about your 

organization. 

A listing of names and titles of managers in your organization is a 

good way to give your newsletter a personal touch. If your organi-

zation is small, you may want to list the names of all employees. 

If you have any prices of standard products or services, you can 

include a listing of those here. You may want to refer your read-

ers to any other forms of communication that you’ve created for 

your organization. 

You can also use this space to remind readers to mark their cal-

endars for a regular event, such as a breakfast meeting for ven-

dors every third Tuesday of the month, or a biannual charity auc-

tion. 
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